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History of the Lake Superior 
Zoological Gardens
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Bert Onsgard and Billy 
the deer, the first 
animal in the zoo 

collection
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Original deer yard

The Heart of the Zoo
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Zoo main building shown after the completion of the second story

View of the original second 
story, now home to the café, gift 

shop, and main offices
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Lower 
Level of the 

Main 
Building
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The lower level housed 
large carnivores, hoof 
stock, and primates 

throughout the early years 
of the zoo

Aerial view of the zoo grounds featuring the elephant barn 
and hoof stock yards
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Bessie, the elephant, inhabited 
what is now Polar Shores. The 
original barn structure remains 

standing today
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Other animals of the 
pachyderm/hoof stock barn
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Original 
Bear Dens
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The bear exhibit was one of 
many WPA projects initiated on 

zoo grounds
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Old Exhibits
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Animal Stories
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Well-known zoo inhabitants throughout the years…
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Mr. Magoo, the 
nationally known 

mongoose
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Nemo

This male lion was 
adopted out of the 
back of a VW bus 
in the zoo parking
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in the zoo parking 
lot

Sheba and 
Sultan

Bengal Tigers
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Peggy the hippo
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Mother polar 
bear and cub 

born at LS 
Zoo
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Lake Superior Zoo was 
one of the first facilities 
to successfully breed 

polar bears in captivity

Faru and Faru II 
were black rhinos 
housed in what is 
now polar shores. 

Black rhinos are 
currently listed as
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currently listed as 
critically 

endangered, with 
just over 4000 

individuals left on the 
planet.
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Valrie 
Asiatic Black 

Bear

The zoo 
became home 

to this bear after
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to this bear after 
it achieved 

international 
fame for it’s 

participation in 
WWII combat 

flights.

New Zoo Style

• Endangered Species Act
• Species Survival Plan
• Basil Norton appointed Zoo Director 
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pp
in 1967

• Conservation and Education: the new 
role of zoos

“Our mission is to provide close-up animal experiences which inspire 
connections to wildlife and action toward conservation in our region and 

around the world.” 
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Construction to achieve our mission….

Evolution of the 
Children’s Zoo…
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…to the 
Primate 

Conservation 
Center
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Renovation of the 
old bear dens

Opening of the Snow Leopard Exhibit
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The Elephant Barn keeps its 
historic structure and becomes 

Polar Shores…
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Polar Shores as it 
exists today; home to 

several species of 
arctic animals.
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Grand opening of 
the Australian 
Connection 
building…
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The Siberian 
Tiger exhibit 
now exists 

where there
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where there 
were once only 
concrete cages 

with bars…

View of the Barn 
from the Tiger 

Deck
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The barn yard is 
home to the 

llama, Sicilian 
donkey, miniature 

horse, and 
sheep.

Willard Munger Animal Care Center
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To continue our mission of conservation and 
education, we need your help…
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